
Collaborative Summarizing Strategy 

Step-by-step instructions 

 

1. Create a slide and poster of a time framework.  

 

2. Provide to and review with each student the time framework for managing their time 

while collaborative summarizing via an overhead projector or whiteboard. 

 

3. Identify the article or text students will read on Confucianism, Legalism, or Taoism, such 

as: 

a. Confucianism at http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/chinese_confucius.html  

b. Legalism at http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/chinese_legalism.html  

c. Taoism at http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/chinese_taoism.html 

 

4. Give students the article or text to read on Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism.  

 

5. Direct the students to read the text independently and to create a list of what they believe 

are the three to five most important points in the reading. 

 

6. Group the students in pairs. 

 

7. Explain and model how the students are to follow the rules for consensus negotiation that 

include 

a. Cite evidence instead of opinion to justify choices. 

b. Act respectfully. 

c. Make thoughtful instead of quick decisions. 

 

8. Display rules for consensus negotiation on overhead projector or whiteboard and on at 

least one poster in classroom. 

 

9. Model for students how to identify key information in text. Talk aloud and convey what 

you are thinking about when reading text or article about the three philosophies of 

Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism. 

 

10. Based on the lists they created individually, direct the pairs to come to a consensus as to 

what are the three to five most important points in the reading. 

 

11. Group pairs of students into groups of four students. 

 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/chinese_confucius.html
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/chinese_legalism.html
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/chinese_taoism.html


12. Direct the groups of four to renegotiate their two lists into a list of what all four consider 

to be the five most important points in the reading. 

 

13. Direct the groups of four to create an organized written summary of their consensus. 

 

14. Direct each group of four to share with another group of four their summaries. 

 

15. Direct each group of eight students to identify key criteria from their summaries, which 

the groups share with the class as a whole. 

 

16. Direct the students to record the key criteria in their social studies journals to use with 

future readings. 

 


